Unit 24, Session 1: John the Baptist in Prison

Big Picture Question: What is prayer? Prayer is talking with God to
praise Him, ask Him for help, and confess our sins.

Memory Verse: Jeremiah 29:12-13 — Then you will call on me and come
and pray to me, and | will listen to you. You will seek me and find me
when you seek me with all your heart.

Christ Connection: When faced with suffering, John was reminded that

Jesus is the Messiah who had come to bring the good news of salvation.
Followers of Jesus will face troubles, but they have hope: Everyone who
trusts in Jesus for salvation will live in His Ringdom forever.

Bible Passage: Matthew 11, 14; Mark 6; Luke 3, 7

Find the passages together in your Bibles and read through them together. You could also
read the paraphrase of all these passages below in blue. For younger Rids, you may want to
just read the bolded portions.

John the Baptist was imprisoned by Herod the Tetrarch for speaking the truth about Herod’s
evil behavior, including his marriage to his brother’s wife (Luke 3:19-20). While he waited in prison,
John had heard about what Jesus was teaching and the miracles he performed. Perhaps John
wondered why—if Jesus really was the Messiah—he was left to rot in prison for being faithful to the
Lord. John had heralded Jesus’ coming, called people to repentance in Christ, and baptized Jesus
(Matt 3, Luke 3). Why was he rewarded for his service with suffering and imprisonment? What was
stopping Jesus from performing some kind of miracle to release John from prison? If Jesus really was
the Messiah, he should be able to set John free. So John sends some of his followers to ask if Jesus is
who John thought he was.

When Jesus receives John’s inquiry, his response is not to release John from prison or end his
suffering (Matt 11:3). Instead, Jesus affirms that he is indeed the Messiah John preached. The
confirmation of this truth could be seen in all that Jesus was doing: “the blind receive their sight, the
lame walk, those with leprosy are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor are told
the good news” (vv. 4-5). Jesus had come to set people free, but not necessarily from all their earthly
problems. The greater captives than any earthly prison are sin, Satan, and death. While Jesus did
relieve many people’s earthly bonds, the miracles he performed often make a point about faith in
Christ and the need for forgiveness of sins. Suffering comes in many forms, and we are not promised
relief from suffering as believers. Instead, we are called to suffer as Christ did, taking up our cross
and following him. Like John, we may find ourselves questioning Jesus at times and wondering when
our suffering will end. But even as we experience pain in this life, we must remember to take heart
because Jesus has overcome the world and its troubles.



John the Baptist had been telling King Herod the truth about God’s
commands and how Herod had disobeyed them. Herod didn't like John’s message, so
Herod had John arrested and put in prison. Herodias, Herod’s wife, also didn’t like
John'’s message. She held a grudge against John and wanted him put to death.

While John was in prison, he sent a message to Jesus, He said, “Are you the
one who is to come, or should we expect someone else to be the Messiah?”

Jesus replied to the messengers, “Go and tell John what you have seen and
heard: the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, those with leprosy are healed,
the deaf hear, the dead are raised to life, and the poor are told the good news.
Blessed is the one who isn’t offended by Me.”

Then Jesus turned to the crowds and said, “When you went out to see John in
the wilderness, what did you go to see? A man dressed in soft clothes like kings
wear? No! You went to see a prophet. Yes, and John is more than a prophet. He is
the one the prophet Malachi spoke of when he said:

“see, | am sending my messenger ahead of you;

He will prepare your way before you.

“Truly, there is no human greater than John the Baptist. But the person
who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater even than he is.”

Later, King Herod had a birthday. When Herod’s niece danced for the king and
his guests, Heroed was pleased and promised to give her anything she wanted. The girl
went to her mother, Herodias, for advice, and her mother told her to ask for Herod to

kill John. So, Herod ordered for John to be killed.
When John’s disciples heard this, they took John'’s body and placed it in a tomb.

If you or your child have questions about what it looks like to follow Jesus in
salvation or baptism, Pastor $am would love to talk with you! Please feel free to
contact him at ssievers@lenexabaptist.come.
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