Go and Tell - The Right Response

Recap and Intro

We are up to our fourth and final point in our Gospel outline. To summarize what we’ve covered so far one more time,
our main points so far have been Man, God, and Jesus. If we put everything together that we’ve discussed, you could
say it something like this: God created man in His image to glorify Himself, but first Adam and then we rejected God’s
authority, rebelled against Him, and violated God’s Law making ourselves enemies of God. God is just and holy, so He
must pour out His wrath on us for our sin for eternity in Hell. But God made a way that He could remain righteous and
save us from His wrath. Jesus, God Himself, became a man, lived the perfect life that we could never live and then went
to the cross and there He took on Himself the punishment that we deserve. He died, was buried, and rose again on the
third day as proof that God accepted His sacrifice in our place. Because of what Jesus did, God can credit our sin to Jesus
account and credit His righteousness to us declaring us perfect in His sight.

That brings us to our next question — does that mean that everyone is good to go now or does this only apply to certain
people? If it only applies to certain people, what do you have to do to be one of them? This is absolutely critical
because where we spend eternity depends on being right on this point.

The Bible makes it very clear that this salvation and righteousness offered by God is not automatic. It also is clear that it
is a gift from God, that we can do nothing to purchase or earn it, but that we are responsible if we fail to appropriate it.
So what then is the required response to the Gospel message that unites us to this salvation and righteousness that is
available to us in Christ? This too is clear throughout Scripture. Let’s look at how Paul lays it out in Romans.

Repent (Romans 6:1-22)

e The fact that our righteousness is in Christ alone does not mean that we can keep living the same way and still be
right with God.

e We must come to a point that we recognize and are grieved by the wickedness of our sin because of who we have
offended and confess our sin to God and turn from it for good. This does not mean that we will never sin again, but
if we do not have a new relationship with sin, we do not have a new relationship with God.

e There should be a definite point (not necessarily a day or time, but definitely a season) where we repented of our
sin leading to an ongoing lifestyle of repenting and forsaking sin.

e Our actions prove the reality of the work of God in our life.

e This is not a work that we do that earns salvation.

e Repentance alone is not enough — it would just make us reformed criminals who still have their fine to pay.

Romans 6:1-22 “1 What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? 2 By no means!
How can we who died to sin still live in it? 3 Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ
Jesus were baptized into his death? 4 We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that,
just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life.

5 For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection
like his. 6 We know that our old self was crucified with him in order that the body of sin might be brought to
nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin. 7 For one who has died has been set free from sin.
8 Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. 9 We know that Christ, being
raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. 10 For the death he died he
died to sin, once for all, but the life he lives he lives to God. 11 So you also must consider yourselves dead to
sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.



12 Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, to make you obey its passions. 13 Do not present your
members to sin as instruments for unrighteousness, but present yourselves to God as those who have been
brought from death to life, and your members to God as instruments for righteousness. 14 For sin will have no
dominion over you, since you are not under law but under grace.

15 What then? Are we to sin because we are not under law but under grace? By no means! 16 Do you not
know that if you present yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one whom you obey,
either of sin, which leads to death, or of obedience, which leads to righteousness? 17 But thanks be to God,
that you who were once slaves of sin have become obedient from the heart to the standard of teaching to
which you were committed, 18 and, having been set free from sin, have become slaves of righteousness. 19 |
am speaking in human terms, because of your natural limitations. For just as you once presented your
members as slaves to impurity and to lawlessness leading to more lawlessness, so now present your members
as slaves to righteousness leading to sanctification.

20 For when you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. 21 But what fruit were you
getting at that time from the things of which you are now ashamed? For the end of those things is death.
22 But now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves of God, the fruit you get leads to
sanctification and its end, eternal life.”

Trust (Romans 4:1-5:2)

e In context, faith is set in opposition to works, so faith cannot be a work that we do to earn salvation.
e God does not “exchange” righteousness for faith. (This is not saying that God requires $10 million in righteousness,

but all we have is $100 in faith, so He takes our faith and counts it as righteousness and cancels the rest. It is also
not like when | take my check to my bank and they credit it to my account.)

e We must believe that Jesus is who the Bible says He is and that He did what the Bible says He did, but that is not
enough. Many people “believe in Jesus,” even the demons believe that and tremble, but it does nothing for them.

e  We must trust completely in Jesus’ perfect life and sacrificial death as the only way that we can be right with God.
Here is a great picture of what saving faith looks like:

“One day as | was passing into the field . . . this sentence fell upon my soul. Thy righteousness is in
heaven. And methought, withal, | saw with the eyes of my soul Jesus Christ at God's right hand; there, |
say, was my righteousness; so that wherever | was, or whatever | was doing, God could not say of me, he
wants [lacks] my righteousness, for that was just before [in front of] him. | also saw, moreover, that it
was not my good frame of heart that made my righteousness better, nor yet my bad frame that made
my righteousness worse, for my righteousness was Jesus Christ himself, "The same yesterday, today
and, and forever" (Hebrews 13:8).

Now did my chains fall off my legs indeed. | was loosed from my afflictions and irons; my temptations
also fled away; so that from that time those dreadful scriptures of God left off to trouble me; now went |
also home rejoicing for the grace and love of God.” (John Bunyan, Grace Abounding to the Chief of
Sinners, [Hertfordshire: Evangelical Press, 1978, orig. 1666], pp. 90-91)

Romans 4:1-5:2 “4:1 What then shall we say was gained by Abraham, our forefather according to the flesh?
2 For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God. 3 For what does
the Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him as righteousness.” 4 Now to the one
who works, his wages are not counted as a gift but as his due. 5 And to the one who does not work but
believes in him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is counted as righteousness, 6 just as David also speaks of
the blessing of the one to whom God counts righteousness apart from works:


http://bible.logos.com/passage/esv/Hebrews%2013.8

7 “Blessed are those whose lawless deeds are forgiven,
and whose sins are covered;
8 blessed is the man against whom the Lord will not count his sin.”

9 Is this blessing then only for the circumcised, or also for the uncircumcised? We say that faith was counted to
Abraham as righteousness. 10 How then was it counted to him? Was it before or after he had been
circumcised? It was not after, but before he was circumcised. 11 He received the sign of circumcision as a seal
of the righteousness that he had by faith while he was still uncircumcised. The purpose was to make him the
father of all who believe without being circumcised, so that righteousness would be counted to them as well,
12 and to make him the father of the circumcised who are not merely circumcised but who also walk in the
footsteps of the faith that our father Abraham had before he was circumcised.

13 For the promise to Abraham and his offspring that he would be heir of the world did not come through the
law but through the righteousness of faith. 14 For if it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith
is null and the promise is void. 15 For the law brings wrath, but where there is no law there is no transgression.

16 That is why it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his
offspring—not only to the adherent of the law but also to the one who shares the faith of Abraham, who is the
father of us all, 17 as it is written, “I have made you the father of many nations”—in the presence of the God in
whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. 18 In hope
he believed against hope, that he should become the father of many nations, as he had been told, “So shall
your offspring be.” 19 He did not weaken in faith when he considered his own body, which was as good as
dead (since he was about a hundred years old), or when he considered the barrenness of Sarah's womb. 20 No
distrust made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to
God, 21 fully convinced that God was able to do what he had promised. 22 That is why his faith was “counted
to him as righteousness.” 23 But the words “it was counted to him” were not written for his sake alone, 24 but
for ours also. It will be counted to us who believe in him who raised from the dead Jesus our Lord, 25 who was
delivered up for our trespasses and raised for our justification.

5:1 Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.
2 Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope
of the glory of God.”

New Birth (Romans 6:17-18; 4:16-17; 10:17)

Though | mention this last, this is actually what God does in us first which results in repentance and trust.

Look back at each passage:

Romans 6:17-18 “17 But thanks be to God, that you who were once slaves of sin have become obedient from
the heart to the standard of teaching to which you were committed, 18 and, having been set free from sin,
have become slaves of righteousness.”

Romans 4:16-17 “16 That is why it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be
guaranteed to all his offspring—not only to the adherent of the law but also to the one who shares the faith of
Abraham, who is the father of us all, 17 as it is written, “l have made you the father of many nations” —in the
presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do
not exist.”

The New Birth comes about through the Holy Spirit by the preaching of the Gospel.

Romans 10:17 “So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ.”



e When we are born again, God creates in us a new heart with new desires. He will work in us so that we hate the sin

we once loved and love more than anything the God we once hated. When He does this, we will be desperate to
turn from our sin and will cling to Christ and His work in our place and treasure our Savior and Lord above all else.
e Repentance and trust are the evidences that the New Birth has taken place in us.

Go and Tell Application — Contemporary Christian Lingo (Romans 10:9-10)

e Modern evangelism has weakened these verses and made them mean much less than what they originally meant.

e Justifying faith is evidence that the New Birth has taken place because it is impossible apart from the Holy Spirit.

e Confessing Jesus as Lord was serious business because at the time Paul was writing this, Caesar was viewed as Lord,

supreme ruler, and to confess another “lord” was treason. To publicly identify with Christ was a life commitment
and not an idle confession.

Romans 10:9-10 “9 because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that
God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For with the heart one believes and is justified, and with
the mouth one confesses and is saved.”

Sinner’s Prayer?

e Thereis no Scriptural support for leading someone in a “Sinner’s Prayer.”

e |[f you've done something to offend your friend, you don’t need me to come lead you in an apology. You just need
to apologize from your heart.

e A prayer may be a perfectly appropriate way to voice the repentance and trust that God has worked in your heart,
but there are no “magic words” that “seal the deal.”

Ask Jesus Into Your Heart?
e The verses that are used to support this concept (usually Revelation 3) are out of context and do not mean this.
e This phrasing says nothing about repentance and trust and so it is confusing and not helpful.

”

“Accept” or “ Hesus2i v e
e Jesus doesn’t need our acceptance, we need His.
e Jesus doesn’t need us to receive Him, we need Him to receive us.

“[W]e must make clear what this actually means, because there are so many people who say they have
received Christ and believed on Christ, who give little or no evidence that they are spiritually alive. They
are unresponsive to the spiritual beauty of Jesus. They are unmoved by the glory of Christ. They don’t
have the spirit of the apostle Paul when he said, “I count everything as loss because of the surpassing
worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake | have suffered the loss of all things and count them
as rubbish, in order that | may gain Christ” (Philippians 3:8). This is not their spirit, yet they say they have
received Christ.

One way to describe this problem is to say that when these people “receive Christ,” they do not receive
him as supremely valuable. They receive him simply as sin-forgiver (because they love being guilt-free),
and as rescuer-from-hell (because they love being pain-free), and as healer (because they love being
disease-free), and as protector (because they love being safe), and as prosperity-giver (because they
love being wealthy), and as Creator (because they want a personal universe), and as Lord of history
(because they want order and purpose); but they don’t receive him as supremely and personally
valuable for who he is. They don’t receive him as he really is—more glorious, more beautiful, more
wonderful, more satisfying, than everything else in the universe. They don’t prize him or treasure him or

cherish him or delight in him.
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Or to say it another way, they “receive Christ” in a way that requires no change in human nature. You
don’t have to be born again to love being guilt-free and pain-free and disease-free and safe and wealthy.
All natural men without any spiritual life love these things. But to embrace Jesus as your supreme
treasure requires a new nature. No one does this naturally. You must be born again (John 3:3). You must
be a new creation in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17; Galatians 6:15). You must be made spiritually alive
(Ephesians 2:1-4).” — John Piper

Make Jesus Lord?

e There is a big difference between “making Jesus Lord” and “confessing Jesus as Lord.” (Romans 10:9)
e  We can’t “make Jesus Lord” — God has already done that. Jesus is Lord. We must submit to the His Lordship.

Close the Deal?

e We do not save anyone, God does.
e That being said, we can usually push someone into “making a decision” fairly easily even when no new birth has

taken place which leads to all kinds of confusion down the road and can hinder future Gospel interaction.

So What Do We Say and Do?
e Look for signs of repentance and trust in the person you are witnessing to as you go through the Gospel:

e Obvious brokenness over their sin (maybe tears in their eyes or voice).
e Asilenced mouth (they stop trying to justify their sin or make excuses).

e Excitement or brokenness about the Good News of the Gospel.

e |[f you see this, it might be evidence that God is at work in them. Explain to them what the right response is to the
Gospel message. It is not wrong to pray with the person if they want to do that. Usually it is best to have them
pray first and then you pray after them. This gives you a chance to hear their understanding of the Gospel. Don’t
be afraid to go back and correct any misunderstanding. Time will tell the reality of what has taken place. Tell the
person to read their Bible every day and do what it says. Maybe give them a good Gospel tract to review later and
some way to get in touch with you if they have questions. Tell them that you’ll be praying for them (and then
actually pray for them).

e If any of those signs are missing (whether they seem interested, indifferent, or outright reject what you are saying),
plead with the person to spend some time thinking about their specific sins. Have them think about how many
times they’ve lied, how many things they’ve stolen, how many times they’ve looked with lust, how many times
they’ve taken God’s name in vain. Tell them that if they come to the point that they see clearly that they deserve
God’s wrath for their sin and understand that they can do nothing to save themselves from Him, then cry out to
God and repent of all of their sin and put their trust in Jesus. Maybe give them a good Gospel tract to help them
think through these things and some way to get in contact with you if they have any questions. Make sure that you
remind them about the urgency of making sure they are right with God and tell them that you’ll be praying for
them (and then actually pray for them).

e Don’t forget — the effectiveness of our evangelism is not gauged by the number of “decisions” we see, but by the
clarity of the message we preach. The last thing you want to do is push someone into “praying the prayer” and
confuse them into thinking that they are right with God when they are not.

Conclusion

There is much, much more that | have wanted to say about each of these points, but hopefully this gives you a good
start in understanding the Biblical Gospel message and how to share it. We will continue to build off of these points as
we move forward and work together to Go and Tell. Next week, we’ll look at a few different methods of evangelism and
compare them to the points we’ve discussed and talk about how we can make sure that whatever method we use we
cover all of the important points of the Biblical Gospel.
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