Go and Tell - The Basics

Show “8 Reasons I Don’t Share My Faith” video

(http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=]Tyv1RwL3WM)
Does any of that sound familiar? | know it does to me. Hopefully that gets you thinking, but also lightens things up a

little bit about what we are going to be talking about since | know from personal experience that evangelism is a very
intimidating topic.

My Evangelism Story

| am extremely humbled to be standing here today doing what | am about to be doing. | do not deserve this
opportunity. | have to tell you that | am by no means the “expert” on evangelism. In many ways that guy in the video is
me. | have so many failures, so much to learn, and so far to grow myself, | feel very inadequate to be teaching anyone in
this area, yet God has been at work in my heart and my life and He has put me here at this time with this passion and
this burden and so what | am about to say this week and in coming weeks is all for His glory. | don’t say any of this so
that you will look at me as some super spiritual bold person because | am not. Witnessing terrifies me. It goes
completely against my personality. | walk past thousands of people for every one that | say something to. None of what
| have done or learned is anything that | can take any credit for. Itis all God working in me for His glory.

| had planned on giving you some background of how God brought me to this point, but we have so many important
things to get to | have to skip that for now. Let me just say this: over the past three years or so, God has created in me a
passion to evangelize and more recently to show other Christians what I've been learning. That is what | am here to do.
None of what | will be sharing with you is original to me. | doubt that I've actually ever had an original thought in my
life. My goal is to pull together everything from other resources that God has used to bring me to where | am now into
one (hopefully) cohesive “crash course” on evangelism that will equip you and motivate you to get out there and begin
telling people about the greatest news in the world.

This week, we'll begin with the basics:

What is Evangelism?
Sometimes the best way to clarify what something is is to think through what it is not. Let’s start there and let that
guide us to a good definition of what actually is evangelism.

Evangelism is not simply living a good, moral life.
“Certainly an effective witness should live a moral life, a life worthy of our calling. But some believers go
so far as to say that their lives will reflect Christ so their words are not needed.

But if people look at you and see you are a good, moral person, how will they know Jesus is the reason?
Might not a good Buddhist appear the same? They might think you just got a raise. Or that you won the
big sweepstakes. How will they know if we don’t tell them? ‘How shall they hear without a preacher’
(Rom. 10:14). Evangelism includes who we are, but it is more.” — Alvin Reid

A popular quote attributed to Francis of Assisi is “Preach the Gospel at all times. If necessary use words.” The problem
with this quote is that it is always necessary to use words. It would be like saying, “Eat. If necessary use food,” or, “Take
a bath. If necessary, use water.” It doesn’t make sense.



Evangelism is not inviting someone to church.

Inviting your unsaved friends and co-workers to church is a very good thing to do. It should be strongly encouraged. It
may even be something you do when you are witnessing to someone. However, we should not confuse an invitation to
church with evangelism.

Evangelism is not a personal testimony.
“Certainly a testimony of what God has done in our lives may include the Good News, but it also may
not include it. In telling other people how much Jesus means to you, you may not have told them the
Gospel at all. Have you explained what Christ did by dying on the Cross? It is good to share your own
testimony of what God has done in your life, but in your testimony, you may not actually make clear
what Christ’s claims are on other people.

Testimony is, of course, very popular in our postmodern, ‘that’s-good-for-you’ age. Who would object
to your thinking you’ve gotten something good from Christ? But wait and see what happens when you
try to move the conversation from what Jesus has done for you to the facts of the life, death, and
resurrection of Christ and how that all applies to your nonbelieving friend. That’s when you discover
that testimony is not necessarily evangelism.” — Mark Dever

Evangelism is not serving someone or doing a good deed for someone.

Doing nice things for people is a good thing. Doing service projects may actually give us an opportunity to share the
gospel or it can back up what we are saying, but in and of itself it is not evangelism. In reality, sharing the Gospel is the
kindest thing we can do for anyone and simply giving someone a cup of water or building them a house and keeping
your mouth shut is not loving at all.

Evangelism is not social action or political involvement.

“When our eyes fall from God to humanity, it’s not surprising that social ills replace sin in our concerns.
Today, horizontal problems — problems between people — often obscure the fundamental vertical
problem between us and God. Too often, what passes for evangelism may really be crusades for public
virtues or for programs of compassion or for other social changes. Evangelism is not declaring God’s
political plan for the nations. Evangelism is a declaration of the gospel to individual men and women.
Societies are challenged and changed when, through this Gospel, the Lord brings individual men and
women together in churches, to display His character in the interactions of those whom He has saved.”
— Mark Dever

Evangelism is not apologetics.

“The term apologetics refers to the process of answering questions and objections people may have
about our Christian beliefs. As with sharing your testimony, such question-answering and defending
may often be a part of your conversations with others about Christ, and may include evangelism. But it
is the not the same thing as evangelism. Defending the virgin birth of Christ or the historicity of the
Resurrection is very important, but is not evangelism. Apologetics is defending the faith, answering the
guestions others have about Christianity. It is responding to the agenda that others set. Evangelism,
however, is following Christ’s agenda, giving out the news about Him. Evangelism is the positive act of
telling the Good News about Jesus Christ and the way of salvation through Him.” — Mark Dever

Even though apologetics can be very good [though | would argue that their value probably lies mostly with believers]
and they even might occasionally be necessary to get through a witness encounter, most of the time they can actually
be a distraction to you and get you off track from sharing the real message that you are trying to get across.



Evangelism is not to be confused with the results of evangelism.

“In [the parable of the soils (Matt 13:1-23)], the sower went out and scattered the same seed on several
different kinds of soil. The parable says nothing about the methods of the sower. Presumably he used
the same method each time. The message of the parable is that some people will respond to the Gospel
and some will not, even though all hear the same message. We cannot finally judge the correctness of
what we do in evangelism by the immediate response that we see. It is important to understand this
truth, because a failure to understand it can distract well-meaning churches into pragmatic, results-
oriented endeavors and it can transform pastors into neurotic people-manipulators...Misunderstanding
this point can cripple individual Christians with a deep sense of personal failure and, ironically, can cause
an aversion to evangelism itself. Imagine the guilt some Christians feel because they’ve shared the
Gospel for thirty years with a particular person who hasn’t come to know Christ. They may feel that it
must somehow be their fault...We don’t fail in our evangelism if we faithfully present the Gospel and yet
the person is not converted; we fail only if we don’t faithfully present the Gospel at all. When you
understand that evangelism isn’t converting people, but that it is telling them the wonderful truth about
God, the great news about Jesus Christ, then obedience to the call to evangelize can become certain and
joyful. Understanding this increases evangelism, as it moves away from a guilt-driven burden to being a
joyful privilege.” — Mark Dever

Evangelism is the verbal communication of the Gospel by saved people to lost people.

Biblical Terms for Evangelism:

1) euangelizo (verb) — “I communicate good news”

Found 43 times in the NT

Most frequently found in Luke’s Gospel, Acts and Paul’s epistles
Often translated into English as “preach the gospel”

Luke 4:18; Romans 1:15; 1 Cor. 1:17

2) kerusso (verb) — “to proclaim in the manner of a herald”
e 61timesinthe NT
e Inthe NT it is not always referring to proclaiming the gospel, but often it is used in that regard.
e Romans 10:14-15; 2 Cor. 4:5; 1 Thess. 2:9

3) martureo (verb) — “bear witness”
e Throughout the NT this term either refers to (1) what someone has seen or (2) what someone has seen and
verbally gives testimony of.
e Acts 14:3,23:11

4) laleo (verb) — “speak”
e This term is found throughout the NT in reference to speaking the gospel
e 1Thess. 2:2,4; Acts 4:31; Phil. 1:14

What is the Gospel?

This is the key question. This is where we will be spending the next several weeks. What | have learned over the last
couple of years is that most Christians (and I’'m comfortable saying that) cannot clearly articulate the Gospel message. Is
it any surprise then that according to Bill Bright only 2% of Christians share their faith and according to Zondervan 97% of
church members have no involvement in evangelism whatsoever? If they don’t get it, of course they won’t be sharing it!
On the other hand, if you really understand the Gospel, you don’t need me to spend much time teaching you how to
share it. You won’t be able to keep it in!

So that is our goal in the coming weeks. | have four main points that are absolutely crucial for you to include in your
understanding and presentation of the Gospel and the plan is to spend a week on each one. We’'ll look at each point



from Scripture and then talk about how that point affects our evangelism. At the end, we’ll spend a week looking at a
couple of different methods that can be helpful to collect your thoughts and keep you on track as you witness and we’ll
compare them to what we’ve learned along the way. | hope and pray that this will be helpful and challenging.

This leads us to the next question:

Is Evangelism Really My Job?

Look at the end of all four Gospels and the last words of Jesus from the book of Acts (we’ll look at Matthew last):

Mark 16:15-16 “And He said to them, “Go into all the world and proclaim the Gospel to the whole creation. Whoever
believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned.””

Luke 24:45-48 “Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, and said to them, “Thus it is written, that the
Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins should be
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proclaimed in His name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem.
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John 20:21 “Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so | am sending you.

Acts 1:8-9 “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in
Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” And when He had said these things, as they were
looking on, He was lifted up, and a cloud took Him out of their sight.”

Matthew 28:19 “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that | have commanded you. And behold, | am with you always,
to the end of the age.”

With these words, Jesus makes evangelism an issue of obedience. Some people try to explain these verses away, but
none of their objections can stand. Evangelism is the mission of the church. Evangelism is the mission of the church
because it is the mission of God. Therefore, evangelism is your mission and my mission. Failure to evangelize is
disobedience.

“The supreme purpose and motive of every individual believer and every body of believers is to glorify
God, and the supreme way in which God chose to glorify Himself was through the redemption of sinful
men. It is through participation in that redemptive plan that believers themselves most glorify God.

Nothing so much glorifies God as His gracious redemption of damned, hell-bound sinners.” — John
MacArthur

“Part of our failure to evangelize comes from a lack of understanding. God uses not so much gifts for
evangelism [though many would argue that there is a biblical gift of evangelism] but the faithfulness of
thousands and millions of Christians who would never say evangelism is their gift. Your conclusion that
you are not gifted for a particular task does not absolve you of responsibility to obey. You may conclude
that evangelism is not your gift, but it is still your duty. Not having the gift of mercy in no way excuses
you from being merciful. All Christians are to exercise mercy; some will be particularly gifted to do this
in special ways at certain times, but all are to be merciful. So with evangelism. God may unusually bless
and own a Peter and a Philip, a Whitefield and a Spurgeon, a Hudson Taylor and an Adoniram Judson,
but he calls all of us to share the good news.” — Mark Dever

Now What?

Hopefully at this point you have a Biblical understanding of what evangelism is and that it is not an option. So what do
we do about it? That’s where we’re going over the next few weeks, but it’s also what we’ve started with the “Go and
Tell Challenges.” That’s the point of starting conversations and handing out tracts — start doing something. As we go, I'll



give you more ideas and push you further outside your comfort zone, but all to help you be obedient to the commission
we’ve been given to spread the good news for God’s glory.



